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A – NEPA/MEPA Coordination Process 
 
B – Clarification of Roundabout Design Concept 
 
C – Errata Sheet 
 
D – Comments and Responses 
 
 
 
 
 
These exhibits are included to provide further 
clarification to the attached Environmental 
Assessment, and to identify MDT’s “Preferred 
Alternative” in the EA as the “Selected Alternative” that 
will proceed to final design and construction. 
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Exhibit A – NEPA/MEPA Coordination Process 

 

 
The proposed project outlined in the attached Environmental Assessment (EA) has been 
coordinated with the appropriate federal, state, and local agencies in compliance with the 
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Montana Environmental 
Policy Act (MEPA), as well as guidelines provided by the Council on Environmental Quality 
(CEQ) and the U.S. Department of Transportation (FHWA Technical Advisory T6640.8A).     
 
Availability of EA for Review and Comment 
 
The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) and the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) approved the EA for distribution in October 2005, and a Notice of Availability was 
published in area newspapers as follows: 
 

• Yellowstone County News on November 17th and 24th 
• Billings Gazette on November 20th and 27th  

 
An individual mailer was also sent out to 167 people who had either attended previous public 
meetings or expressed an interest in the project. 
 
Copies of the EA were available for public review at the following locations: 
 

• MDT – Billings District Office 
• Billings Public Works Department  
• Billings Public Library 

 
Copies of the EA were also available upon request from MDT and the EA could be viewed on 
the MDT website at http://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/eis_ea.shtml.   
 
The EA was mailed to all agencies contained on the Distribution List on pages 45 and 46 of the 
EA on November 4, 2005.  The public review and comment period began on November 7, 2005 
and ended on December 21, 2005. 
 
Additional copies of the EA were mailed to private individuals upon their request.  
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Public Hearing 
 
A formal Public Hearing was held to present the Preferred Alternative and take comments on the 
EA.  The Hearing was held on November 30, 2005 in the Ralston/Remington Ballrooms in the 
Student Union Building on the MSU-Billings campus.  Sixteen people were in attendance, and 
no written comments were received.  A transcript of the Hearing is available upon request. 
 
Comments Received 
 
Three verbal comments were received at the Hearing, and 15 were submitted in writing during 
the comment period.  Those comments and the official response from MDT and FHWA are 
contained in Exhibit D, following. 
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Exhibit B – Clarification of the Modern Roundabout Design Concept 
 
Upon review of the comments received on the Environmental Assessment (EA), it appears that 
there may be some general confusion about the proposed intersection design at the junction of 
Montana Highway 3 (MT 3) and Airport Road, at the Billings Logan International Airport.  The 
following information is provided to clarify the intent to construct a modern roundabout at this 
intersection and supply additional background information on what this intersection concept 
entails.  Common misperceptions are discussed in the following sections. 
 
Modern Roundabouts are not the same as “traffic circles” 
 
A modern roundabout is not the same as the older-style rotary traffic circle like those found in 
some east coast and European cities.  Although the United States was home to the first one-way 
rotary system in the world (implemented around New York City's Columbus Circle in 1904), 
traffic circles had fallen out of favor in this country by the 1950s. Older traffic circles, located 
primarily in the northeastern states, encountered serious operational and safety problems, 
including the tendency to lock up at higher volumes.   
 
Based in large part on this country’s experience with the older and existing traffic circles built 
prior to 1990, the modern roundabout has been notably less popular in the United States than 
abroad.  The modern roundabout has been successful in several countries in Europe and 
Australia, where the roundabout has changed the practice of intersection design.  Just in the last 
decade, communities in the United States have experimented with the modern roundabout, and 
based on their success, a growing interest in roundabout development across the country has 
evolved.   
 
The main difference between older style traffic circles and roundabouts is in how traffic enters 
the circle and which vehicle has the right-of-way.  With roundabouts, drivers wishing to enter the 
circle must yield to vehicles already in the circle.  With many of 
the older traffic circles, drivers inside the circle must yield to the 
vehicles entering the circle.  Roundabouts can be designed to 
handle fire trucks, buses, and various sizes of emergency 
vehicles, as well as truck and trailer combinations. To 
accommodate these larger vehicles, the center island of a 
roundabout is often built with a gradually sloped and flat curb, 
called a truck apron. This apron makes it easier for long vehicles 
to make the turns as demonstrated in the photo at right. 
 
Roundabouts:  An Informational Guide  

U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration  
Publication No. FHWA-RD-00-067. 

 
To provide further background and information, the following has been excerpeted from the 
FHWA roundabout guide: 

Roundabouts have been demonstrated to be generally safer for motor vehicles and pedestrians 
than other forms of at-grade intersections.  (p. 23)  
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If achieved by good design, then in principle, lower vehicle speeds should provide the following 
safety benefits:  

- Reduce crash severity for pedestrians and bicyclists, including older pedestrians, 
children, and impaired persons;  

- Provide more time for entering drivers to judge, adjust speed for, and enter a gap in 
circulating traffic;  

- Allow safer merges into circulating traffic;  
- Provide more time for all users to detect and correct for their mistakes or mistakes of 

others;  
- Make the intersection safer for novice users.  (p. 24)  
- Reduce in severity or eliminate many severe conflicts that are present in traditional 

intersections.  (p. 25)  

Compared to signalized intersections, a roundabout does not have signal equipment that requires 
constant power, periodic light bulb and detection maintenance, and regular signal timing updates.  
Roundabouts, however, can have higher landscape maintenance costs, depending on the degree 
of landscaping provided on the central island, splitter islands, and perimeter.  Illumination costs 
for roundabouts and signalized intersections are similar.  Drivers sometimes face a confusing 
situation when they approach a signalized intersection during a power failure, but such failures 
have minimal temporary effect on roundabouts other than the possible loss of illumination.  The 
service life of a roundabout is significantly longer, approximately 25 years, compared with 10 
years for a typical signal.  (p. 30)  

Roundabouts offer the opportunity to provide attractive entries or centerpieces to communities.  
The portions of the central island and, to a lesser degree, the splitter islands that are not subject to 
sight-distance requirements offer opportunities for aesthetic landscaping.  Some are exhibited as 
a “signature” feature on community postcards, advertisements, and travelogues.  (p. 30)  

Costs associated with roundabouts include construction costs, engineering and design fees, land 
acquisition, and maintenance costs.  Benefits may include reduced crash rates and severity, 
reduced delay, stops, fuel consumption, and vehicle emissions. . . .  

At new sites, and at signalized intersections that require widening at one or more approaches to 
provide additional turn lanes, a roundabout can be a comparable or less expensive alternative.  
(p. 36) 

 [A] proposal to install a roundabout may initially experience a negative public reaction.  
However, the history of the first few roundabouts installed in the United States also indicates that 
the public attitude toward roundabouts improves significantly after construction.  A recent 
survey conducted of jurisdictions across the United States reported a significant negative public 
attitude toward roundabouts prior to construction (68 percent of the responses were negative or 
very negative), but a positive attitude after construction (73 percent of the responses were 
positive or very positive).  (p. 40)   
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The preceding material was excerpted from various websites relating to roundabout designs.  
The complete resources can be referenced at the following sites: 
 

AAA – Foundation for Traffic Safety:  www.aaafoundation.org
Alaska Roundabouts:  www.alaskaroundabouts.com
City of Scottsdale:  www.ci.scottsdale.az.us/Traffic/Roundabouts
City of Dublin, Ohio:  www.dublin.oh.us/city/deptdev/engineer/roundabouts
Wisconsin DOT:  www.dot.wisconsin.gov/safety/motorist/roaddesign/roundabout-design.htm
Washington DOT:  www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/roundabouts
Kansas State University:  www.k-state.edu/roundabouts
KY Community Transp. Innovation:  www.ktc.uky.edu/Reports/Roundabout_Guide.pdf
Federal Highway Administration:  www.tfhrc.gov/pubrds/fall95/p95a41
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Exhibit C

Exhibit C – Errata Sheet 
 
 

 

 

The following text edits are part of the official Environmental Assessment (EA) prepared for this 
project and are intended to provide further clarification on the scope and intent of the proposed 
action by the Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) and the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA). 

 

The edits are indicated by their location in the EA document, the type of edit made, and a 
depiction of the edit made to the text. 

   

Location Action Edit
Page 5, Line 1 Text 

correction 
“. . . has the right-of-way.  As depicted in Figure 3-1 
Figure 1-3, peak hour capacity analysis conducted by a . . 
.” 
 

Page 34, 
Paragraph 1, 
Lines 1, 2,  
and 3 

Editorial 
change 

“Both prehistoric sites (24YL1606 and 24YL1607) yielded 
lithic debitage, stone tools, bison bone, and heat altered 
rock.  Site 24YL1606 is within the bounds of the City’s 
proposed project, and has been avoided with a re-design 
effort.  Site 24YL1607 is protected by Section 106 and 
Section 4(f) of the . . .” 
 

Page 34, 
Paragraph 1, 
Line 4 

Text 
clarification 

“. . . Transportation Act and impacts would be mitigated 
by this project if approved by FHWA and MDT, and 
concurred by SHPO.  Techniques used . . .” 
 

Page 45, 
Right 
Column, 
4th Address 

Address 
correction 

Montana Highway Commission 
2037 Ridgeview Drive  902 Parkhill Drive
Billings, MT 59105-3636  59101 
Attn:  William T. Kennedy, Chairman 
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Exhibit D – Comments and Responses 
 
The following pages contain an abbreviated transcript of the Public Hearing, as well as copies of 
the comment letters received (on the left side of the page), and the FHWA/MDT response (on the 
right side of the page).  Comment letters are presented in date-order, and each is numbered 
sequentially.  The response to each letter is identified with the number corresponding to the 
comment. 
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Federal Highway Administration                                                                            Exhibit D - 1 
Comments and Response

The following comments and responses have been transcribed from the Publi e EA on November 30, 2005.  

Recorded Comment:  A Recorded

Recorded Comment:  B 

Thank you!  My name is Charlie Yegen and I have a couple 
of questions.  One has to do with the new entrance to Swords 
Park.  Terri mentioned that there is a left turn bay, will there 
also be a turning lane on the right-hand side to allow access 
in without balling up the two lanes of traffic east, a right-turn 
bay into the new Swords Park access? 
This is the first question. 
 
The question is has there been any discussion with 
rega tension of public services across the project at 
leas s of being able to provide services or something 
from Creek to the Swords Park, which undoubtedly at 
som r other will be developed.  That question is 
base t old notion that we all have that as soon as a 
new omes in that it is time to tear it up and put in 
som  infra structure improvement.  My question is 
has en any discussion of that to coordinate with as 
for instance the underpass for the pipe, pedestrian multi-use 
paths or just generally if that has been discussed? 

Right now t a separate right-turn lane 
contempla s Park.  It is a 4-lane facility, 
so right-tu ouldn't impact or be in the way 
for throug
 
On the uti on, the City of Billings has 
commente they would like to include 
utility ext oad from kind of the vicinity 

kali ould like to extend those up 
li Cre e exit of the park property up 
.   So lked with them about that, so it 
d of but they have already gone on 
d wi  would like to extend water 
ewer

Recorde

The ques
park pro
have bas
them and
can work
or anothe

Are those remaining pathways and an improved right-of-way 
for packing snow out to the city property and park property? 
c Hearing held on th

 Response:  A 

, Charlie, there is no
ted to access Sword
rn vehicles really sh
h traffic. 

lity extension questi
d to us already that 

ensions up Airport R
Creek Road.  They w
ek Road about to th
 we really haven't ta

 a final design thing, 
th us saying that they
 up there. 
      Montana Department of Transportation  
s 

d Response:  B 

tion was would utilities actually be stuck into the 
perty.  The answer is it is too early to tell.  They 
ically gone on record saying they want to extend 
 contact us when we start a detailed design so we 
 those things out, and so we didn't do that one way 
r. 
 second 
rd to ex
t in term
 Alkali 

e point o
d on tha
 street c
e sort of
there be
of Al
Alka
there
is kin
recor
and s
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Federal Highway Administration                                                                                  Montana Department of Transportation  Exhibit D - 2 
Comments and Responses 

Recorded Comment:  C 

I guess my main question is why the delay?  This thing is 
going to be taking eight years to get under way from when 
we first got our money?  I believe she said that we got $15 
million in the year 2000.  It is an existing road.  I understand 
that you have to do some environmental stuff but eight years 
seems like a long time to me. 

Recorded Response:  C 

We have spent an inordinate amount of time and a lot of 
detailed design in the alternatives because of the complexity 
of each of these alternatives for both the Airport Road and 
Alkali Creek.  We probably spent considerably more time in 
detailed designs of the alternatives and the property than we 
do on most projects that don't have this level of complexity 
or these two complex intersections in this close proximity 
together.  So that was one thing that drove quite a little time.  
From the time we got the money, we were not able to start 
any work on the project, other than to say through the Policy 
Coordinating Committee in Billings that this is the project, it 
is important to us and the PCC rated it as a number one 
priority and Shiloh was number two although I guess locally 
they both are urban planning, but we had to draw the line  At 
the time when we first put this into the plan, we had  $3.8 
million and then we started the project process with that 
which requires project nomination, approval by the Montana 
Transportation Commission, inclusion in the state-local 
transportation plan, inclusion in the state transportation plan 
and all of that takes time.  Usually when we receive the 
money, we already have the project nominated and have 
pretty well decided through the preliminary field reviews the 
kind of work we want to do on the job, and spent significant 
time on such things as developing utilities.  In this case, we 
almost have gotten the money before we developed the 
project.  That is the best information I can come up with.  On 
the average, the project with the environmental assessment 
under the states statewide, we are somewhere in the five to 
eight year range to be where we are at. 
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Federal Highway Administration                      

Recorded Comment:  D 

So with this meeting, we are done with the environ
process?  Is that correct?  Then you go into the des
from here? 

al 

 

al 

corded Comment:  E 

 if you were able to get right-of-way  care
ssible that construction could begin our 
2007? 

 of 
ns 

ar 
mental 
ign phase 

Recorded Response:  D 

Based on everything we know today, we will be able to 
conclude this project with a “Finding of No Significant 
Impact."  If there are issues that come up as a result of 
tonight's meeting that would drive us to a higher level 
environmental document which is a full scale Environment
Impact Statement, then we would go into the EIS which 
would probably take somewhere in the neighborhood of 48
months to complete.  But we see nothing at this point that 
would drive us to an EIS.  In fact, based on what we have 
heard so far, I would say we could conclude this with a 
“Finding of No Significant Impact," and that will happen re
expeditiously after we get done here. 

Recorded Response:  E 

 of, is it 
projection 

Our intent if we can complete the forms right after the first
the year, the final design, the right-of-way, utility relocatio
and preconstruction, and we are anticipating construction 
today on the basis of the plans we have at the first of the ye
                                                            Montana Department of Transportation  Exhibit D - 3 
Comments and Responses 

in 2007.  I guess I should point out that the only thing we are 
not designing during the environmental process is to satisfy 
the needs of that process.  It varies by project to somewhere, 
I am going to say, 20 to 50% of the design of the roadway to 
satisfy the .  We are a long way ahead of the design now as 
far as the alternatives are considered because we have a lot 
of engineering detail and time put into the four alternatives, 
so those will go real quickly, but you still have all the 
Airport Road planning, Main Street planning, the Alkali 
Creek planning as well as the segment in front of the airport.  
The primary time has been spent to access what the impacts 
in front of the airport.    
Re

So
po
of 
s taken
 before y
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Federal Highway Administration                                                                                  Montana Department of Transportation  Exhibit D - 4 
Comments and Responses 

Recorded Comment:  F 

How much design have you completed from Alkali Creek 
Road? 

Recorded Response:  F 

The design between Alkali Creek and Main Street is part of 
the core.  Basically we have a preliminary design all the way 
from Main Street to the west side of the airport intersection.   

Recorded Comment:  G 

o what is the best wa specifics on some of the 
esign? 

Recorded Response:  G 

The best way to get specifics is to stop and chat with us.  We 
have got some information.  Our office is staffed constantly. 
S
d

y to get 
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The following comments were submitted in writing to MDT during the public comment period on the EA.  

Comment # 1 

Response # 2 

Comment # 2 

Comment noted. 
 
As you note, this would be a separate project. 
 

ment noted.  No response necessary. 

Response # 1 

Federal Highway Administration                                                                                  Montana Department of Transportation  Exhibit D - 5 
Comments and Responses 
Com
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Comment # 3 

Comment # 4 

Response # 3 

The billboards are outside the scope and physical limits 
of the proposed project.  MDT would be involved in the 
relocation of billboards only in the case of a right-of-
way conflict.  Any action to remove the billboards 
outside the specified need in this EA would need to be 
undertaken by the City of Billings under a separate 
action. 

Response # 4 

While there may be some initial confusion, the project 
will include a comprehensive signing and striping plan 
to clearly inform the driver of how to maneuver through 
the modern roundabout.  MDT will also initiate a public 
information campaign to educate the public about the 
change in design and how the modern roundabout 
operates.  MDT intends to post an animation on the 
web, and informational brochures can be left at kiosks 
and at rental car counters at the Airport, the Chamber of 
Commerce and Visitor’s Center, as well as at local 
businesses and area hotels to spread information to 
Billings-area visitors. 
 
The roundabout has been designed to accommodate 
truck/trailer movements. 

Federal Highway Administration                                                                                  Montana Department of Transportation  Exhibit D - 6 
Comments and Responses 
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Federal Highway Administration                                                                                  Montana Department of Transportation  Exhibit D - 7 
Comments and Responses 

Response # 5 

5-a Roundabouts are one of the safest types of intersections, and are 
increasingly common in cities of similar size and rural/urban nature 
as Billings (e.g.:  Coralville and Des Moines, Iowa; Lawrence and 
Topeka, Kansas; Lincoln, Nebraska).  According to the Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety, modern roundabouts reduce motor 
vehicle crashes. Their July 2001 Status Report noted "most serious 
kinds of crashes at conventional intersections are virtually 
eliminated by roundabouts…Crashes that do occur tend to be minor 
because traffic speeds are slower." The study reviewed 24 
intersections around the U.S. that have been converted from stop 
signs or traffic signals to modern roundabouts. At those 
intersections, all crashes were reduced by 39%, and serious crashes 
reduced by 76%.  The study also estimates that fatal or 
incapacitating injuries will be reduced by 90% at those intersections.  
(See also Comment/Response # 4 above regarding the public 
information campaign.) 

The roundabout has been designed to accommodate truck/trailer 
movements (including triples), and the impacts disclosed in the EA 
are based on the footprint of this design concept.  No additional 
lands beyond those already disclosed would be required. 

The project will include a comprehensive signing and striping plan 
to clearly inform the driver of how to maneuver through the 
intersection.  (See also Comment/Response # 4 and # 5-a above.) 

There are over 800 such intersections constructed in the United 
States, with hundreds more planned.  Successful examples can be 
found in western states such as Colorado, Utah, and Washington. 

Simply adding signing at the Airport intersection does not address 
the stated Purpose and Need for the proposed project as noted in the 
EA.  The existing intersection functions poorly and conditions will 
continue to deteriorate without improvements.  Future traffic 
volumes cannot be accommodated through the addition of signage 
alone at this intersection. 

Comment # 5 

5-e 

5-d 

5-c 
5-b 

5-b 

5-c 

5-d 

5-e 
5-a 

http://www.hwysafety.org/
http://www.hwysafety.org/
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Federal Highway Administration                                                                                  Montana Department of Transportation  Exhibit D - 8 
Comments and Responses 

Comment # 6 

Response # 7 

Regarding Jackrabbit Lane in Bozeman, there has never been a 
roundabout on that route.  The modern roundabout proposed in the 
EA would safely accommodate truck/trailer movements.  By design, 
roundabouts are low speed intersections in all settings - highway 
and residential.  The example in the EA was included because it has 
the same lane configuration as the concept proposed for the Airport 
intersection.  (See also Exhibit B for web site addresses containing 
more information.) 

As noted in the EA, the No-Build alternative for the Alkali Creek 
intersection fails to address the stated Purpose and Need for the 
proposed project.  Several movements of the current intersection 
provide very poor level of service with today’s traffic flows.  This 
condition will only deteriorate further if no improvements are made, 
with or without the Aronson extension.  Numerous alternatives and 
concepts were evaluated during the development of the design, and 
“Alkali Creek 2” is the only alternative that was able to satisfy the 
Purpose and Need for the proposed project.  

Comment # 7 

Response # 6 

Upon project approval, the final design will include landscaping for 
the Airport intersection, the Alkali Creek intersection, and limited 
treatments within the corridor.  Landscaping is intended to consist of 
low maintenance, drought-tolerant species that will be maintained 
jointly by MDT and the City of Billings.  MDT will take on the 
responsibility for anything that can be maintained with conventional 
maintenance equipment.    

As noted on page 26 of the EA, a bike/pedestrian tunnel under North 
27th Street is included in the proposed project that would connect the 
trail in Swords Park to the established paths on the western edge of 
the intersection.  Pedestrian crossings will also be considered on the 
approach legs of the roundabout, as appropriate.  The specific design 
for these crossings, as well as any additional crossings at Alkali 
Creek Road, will be completed during the final design effort.   
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Federal Highway Administration                                                                                  Montana Department of Transportation  Exhibit D - 9 
Comments and Responses 

Comment # 8 

Response # 8 

Please see Comment/Response # 5 regarding the 
anticipated safety improvements. 
 
Lighting can be an important safety aspect for 
intersection operations, however, the importance of 
aesthetic treatments has been noted throughout project 
development, and lighting concerns will be taken into 
consideration as the design progresses.   
 
Please see Comment/Response # 7 regarding 
appropriate landscaping and maintenance. 



 

 

MMTT  ((000099));;  CCNN  44774433  
EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTTAALL  AASSSSEESSSSMMEENNTT//  FFOONNSSII

Federal Highway Administration                                                                                  Montana Department of Transportation  Exhibit D - 10 
Comments and Responses 

Comment # 9 

Response # 9 

Specification of design guidelines are beyond the scope 
of a typical environmental analysis for a project of this 
type.  The design elements suggested in this comment 
can be considered if the project proceeds to final 
design; however, the scope of improvements included 
in the final project will be limited by the funds 
available.  Desired elements beyond those specifically 
designed to address the Purpose and Need for the 
project are in competition with a vast array of other 
necessary safety and capacity improvement projects 
across the state.  At a minimum, signing, lighting, 
pavement material, and landscape design will comply 
with state and federal design guidelines. 
 
Please see Comment/Response # 7 regarding 
appropriate landscaping. 



 

 

MMTT  ((000099));;  CCNN  44774433  
EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTTAALL  AASSSSEESSSSMMEENNTT//  FFOONNSSII

Federal Highway Administration                                                                                  Montana Department of Transportation  Exhibit D - 11 
Comments and Responses 

Comment # 10 

Response # 10 

As part of the standard project development process, 
and in response to previously raised concerns, MDT has 
reviewed the drainage issues at the Airport intersection 
during preparation of the preliminary drainage plans for 
this proposed project.  Upon project approval, the final 
design will connect to one of two City of Billings storm 
drain outfalls:  the Airport trunk line to the north of the 
intersection, or the south of the intersection at Rimrock 
Road.  A third possible solution is to carry the storm 
water in the roadside ditch down Airport Road to a 
point where it could discharge into the Alkali Creek 
drainage.  Regardless of the eventual drainage outfall 
solution, some detention storage will be provided at the 
intersection, and all drainage designs will be completed 
in accordance with MDT hydraulic design standards. 
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Federal Highway Administration                   ion  

Comment # 11 Response # 11 
The design for the Airport intersection is for a  modern 
roundabout, not a traffic circle.  (Please refer to Exhibit 
B.)  A modern roundabout requires all entering traffic to 
yield to circulating traffic, has slow entering and 
circulating speeds (less than 30 mph), and consists of a 
small diameter circle (less than 200 feet).  A traffic 
circle requires circulating traffic to yield to entering 
traffic, operates at higher speeds (greater than 30 mph), 
and consists of large diameter circles (greater than 300 
feet). 
 
Please also refer to Exhibit B for discussions on modern 
roundabout safety and accident history. 
 
See also Comment/Response # 4 above regarding 
signing and striping for the modern roundabout. 

Comment # 12 

----Original Message----- 
rom: www@mdt.mt.gov [mailto:www@mdt.mt.gov] 

Sent: Wednesday, December 21, 2005 10:06 AM 
To: MDT Comments - Project 
Subject: Comment on a Project Submitted 
 
 
A question, comment or request has been submitted via the 
"Contact Us" web page. 
 
Action Item:                Comment on a Project 
Submitted:                  12/21/2005 10:05:51 
Project Commenting On:      Billings Airport Int
 
Comment or Question:         
I am very strongly opposed to the plan to instal
circle (roundabout) at the Billings airport inte
Having lived in Washington, D. C., I am very fam
traffic circles and the confusion, congestion an
cause. They might have been fine for horse and b
make no sense in a situation involving heavy tra
vehicles.  Sincerely,  Neil G. Schlaeppi, 6606 G
Billings, Montana  59106. 406-656-4319 
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Response # 12 

See Comment/Response # 11 above. 
-
F

mailto:www@mdt.mt.gov
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Federal Hig

Comment # 13 

Response # 13 

Comment noted.  No response necessary. 
 

Co
 t # 14 
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Response # 14 

The importance of aesthetic treatments has been noted 
throughout project development.  Upon project 
approval, the final design will include landscaping for 
the Airport intersection, the Alkali Creek intersection, 
and limited treatments within the corridor. 
mmen



 MMTT  ((000099));;  CCNN  44774433  
EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTTAALL  AASSSSEESSSSMMEENNTT//  FFOONNSSII

 

Comment # 15 

Response # 15 

The City of Billings raised the issue of stubbing in 
utilities with MDT in the summer of 2005.  Upon 
project approval, MDT will take this request into 
consideration as the project goes into final design.  Such 
inclusion would not affect the findings in the EA and 
can be adequately addressed during this later stage of 
the project development process.  
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