
 MT 610-04 (06/01/04) 
 

 
          1 of 1 

 
METHODS OF SAMPLING AND TESTING 

 MT 610-04 
METHOD OF NUMBERING SUBGRADE MATERIAL, 

SURFACING MATERIAL, BITUMINOUS TREATED MATERIAL AND LIQUID ASPHALT 
(Montana Method) 

 
1  Scope: 
 
1.1  This method is intended to standardize the procedure in assigning field numbers to subgrade, 

surfacing, bituminous treated material and liquid asphalt. 
 
2  Field Numbering Procedure: 
 
2.1  Sample numbers shall run consecutively throughout the project for each type and size of material. 

This must be repeated for each new source of material used on the project.  Only one set of 
consecutive numbers is needed for contracts which involve two or more projects.  All projects shall 
be listed, however, and the project for which the material is designated shall be indicated with a 
check mark. 

 
3  Sub-grade Material: 
 
3.1  In the case of sub-grade, each type of material would mean original ground, embankment, pipe 

bedding, ramp, etc.  Numbering shall be as outlined in paragraph 2. 
 
4  Surfacing Material (Crushed Top Surfacing, Crushed Base Course, etc.): 
 
4.1  Samples shall be numbered in accordance with paragraph 2. 
 
5  Plant Mix Surfacing, Plant Mix Base, Road Mix Surfacing, Bituminous Surface Treatment 

and Bituminous Treated Base: 
 
5.1  In addition to samples of surfacing aggregates, samples of bituminous mixtures, as prepared for 

use in paving, shall be numbered as outlined in paragraph 2. 
 
6  Liquid Asphalt: 
 
6.1  Samples shall be numbered in accordance with paragraph 2.  When switching to a liquid asphalt 

produced by a different company or to a different grade of liquid asphalt, the numerical sequence 
must return to number one.  Refer to MT 601 for sample size and frequency of sampling. 

 
6.2  When sampling liquid asphalt, sample numbers and lot numbers will run consecutively. If the 

manufacturer changes and the grade remains the same, the sample numbers will start over but 
the lot numbers will continue. If the grade of asphalt changes, the sample number and lot number 
will both start over.  

 
  Example 1: 
 
  Manufacturer  Grade   
 
  MRC    PG 64-22   Sample No. 1 – 24  Lot No. 1 – 4 
 
  EXXON    PG 64-22   Sample No. 1 – 12  Lot No. 5 – 6 
 
  MRC    PG 64-28   Sample No. 1 – 18  Lot No. 1 – 3 
 
  MRC    PG 64-22   Sample No. 25 – 37  Lot NO. 7 - 8 


