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Watch for it! Motorcycle Awareness for Montana Motorists

Helena— Motorcycle-riding season is well underway, and Montana will see many more 
motorcyclists on the roads in August, into October. So far this year, 17 motorcycle riders have 
died on Montana roads compared to 12 at the same time last year.  

The most recent deaths occurred as the Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) 
prepared a new campaign to reduce the number of motorcycle fatalities by raising motorist 
awareness. 

“One problem is that motorists don’t see the motorcycle and pull out in front of it. Drivers aren’t 
visually attuned to a smaller-profile vehicle and that failure can be deadly,” says Tim Reardon, 
the director of MDT. “If you hit a motorcycle, no matter who is at fault, you are likely to seriously 
injure or kill the motorcyclist.  It is worth looking twice and being actively alert to avoid a 
collision with a motorcycle.” 

Over eighty percent of reported motorcycle crashes result in injury or death; a comparable 
figure for automobiles is about 25 percent. Roughly 10 to 20 percent of all severe injury 
crashes annually in Montana involve motorcycles. This is significant since motorcycles are on 
the road for about half the year. 

The basis of the new motorcycle awareness campaign is that motorcycles can surprise you. A 
motorcycle might seem to come suddenly out of nowhere, because you weren’t aware of its 
approach as soon as you should have been. The campaign will feature billboards and online 
video with an entertaining twist. Learn more about motorcycle safety at http://plan2live.mt.gov

MDT is also working on other measures to reduce motorcycle fatalities, including rider safety, 
but Montanans driving cars and trucks are an essential part of the equation, according to 
Reardon. MDT reminds drivers to always make a visual check for motorcycles before entering 
or leaving a lane of traffic and at intersections. Drivers should actively search for approaching 
motorcycles before making a turn and allow extra distance when following or passing a 
motorcycle. 

“A crash on a motorcycle is much less forgiving than a passenger vehicle. Abrupt reactions to 
evade a collision can still cause a crash. And the motorcyclist does not have any of the 
protections that a passenger vehicle occupant has,” Reardon points out. Motorcycle fatalities 
represent approximately 13 percent of all highway fatalities each year, based on data from the 
last five years in Montana.

“Your vehicle versus a motorcycle is not a fair match-up. We’re asking you to take 
responsibility to watch out for motorcycles—they are never where you think they are.” 
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