
HERE’S HOW YOU CAN BE ACTIVELY ALERT.   FOR MOTORCYCLES. 

Expect to see motorcycles at any time and search aggressively for them. 

Take extra care when making a left turn to avoid turning in front of an oncoming 
motorcycle.

Always make a visual check for motorcycles before entering or leaving a lane of 
traffic and at intersections; remember to check your blind spot. 

Always signal your intentions before changing lanes or merging with traffic.

Allow a motorcyclist the full lane width; a motorcycle is a vehicle with the same 
rights and privileges of any other motor vehicle on the roadway. 

Allow more distance when following behind a motorcycle in case the motorcyclist 
has to maneuver or stop in an emergency.		 	 	 	 	

Stay back; in dry conditions, motorcycles can come to a stop more quickly than a 
car.

Don’t crowd the motorcycle.  Be conscious of the motorcyclist’s safety and give a 
wide berth when passing.  Motorcyclists adjust lane position to be more visible, 
avoid road debris, hazards, and even wind.

Don’t depend on a flashing turn signal—motorcycle signals are often not self-
canceling and may remain on after a turn.  Be sure the motorcyclist is turning 
before you proceed. 

Don’t assume you will hear a motorcycle approaching.  Many models operate 
quieter than others.  

Remember, a motorcycle is smaller and can be difficult to spot behind a car or 
truck.


